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CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH 


BRITISH COMMISSIONERS. 





SIERRA LEONE. 


No. 1. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 


Foreign Office, June 14, 1860. 
I HAVE received, and referred for the consideration of the proper Law Officer of the 
Crown, your despatches Nos. | and 2, Spain, relative to the nomination of M. Leignac 
Lesseps to act as Arbitrator on the part of Spain in the British and Spanish Mixed Com- 
mission Court at Sierra Leone ; and in reply I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s 
Government concur in your opinion that such an appointment as that proposed to be 
conferred on M. Lesseps is not in accordance with the stipulations of Article 1X of Annex B 
of the Treaty between this country and Spain of June 1835. 

t inclose, for your information, a copy of a despatch on this subject which I have 
addressed to Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid.* 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


(No. 1. Spain.) 


Sir, 





No. 2. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 


Foreign Office, June 21, 1860. 

AN application having been made to this office by the Board of Admiralty for the 
payment of the sum of 47/. ls. Lld., for the expense incurred by the Naval Department 
for furnishing, in December 1858, a boat for the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra 
Leone; I have to desire that if you have not already repaid the cost of this boat” to the 
officer. in charge of the Commissariat Department at Sierra Leone, as suggested in your 
despatch of the 17th of July, 1858, that you will draw a bill for the amount on the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, payable to the order of the Paymaster-General’ 
on account of naval services, and you will ¥ sie the same in your quarterly account of 


* Clauss B, No. 
[305] Cuass A. B 


(No. 22.) 
Sir, 





Sy No. 3. 


; ae Os Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 
No. 2. Spain.) CER! EA i a sii 
5 : 


: Office, 
WITH reference to your despatches Nos. | and 2 of the 13th and 18th of April last, 
and to my reply of the 14th ultimo, I transmit to you herewith, for your information, a 
m. 


copy of a from Mr. Edwardes, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid,* from 
which aed perceive that as the Spanish Government are about to int a successor 
to the late M. Carvalho there will be no necessity for the services of M. , a8 Acting 


Spanish Arbitrator at Sierra Leone. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 4. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 13.) 


(No. 23. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, June 30, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to 7 go your Lordship that no case has come before the 
British and Netherlands, British and Spanish, British and Argentine, British and 
Uruguayan, British and Bolivian, British and Chilian, British and ae Mixed Courts 
of Justice, established in this Colony for the prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves, 
during the half-year ending this day. sae 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 5. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.— (Recewwed August 13.) - 


(No. 24. General.) . ; 
My Lord, _ Sierra Leone, June 30, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your bet that no slaves have been emancipated, 
and consequently that none have been registered by the Courts of Mixed Commission at 
this station during the half-year ending this day. ' 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) G, SKELTON. 





No. 6. 





a ett 





a 











Inclosure in No. 6. 


Rerunw of Vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in Slave Trade, and adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Cort at Sierra. Leone, frou Jencary.1 lo 





(Signed) GEO. W. NICO 





~*~ 








Ragen 


he 


4 SIERRA LEONE. 
No. 7. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 13.) 


(No. 28. General.) 
My Lord, Sterra Leone, July 20, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 22 
of the 21st ultimo, informing me that application has been made to your Lordship’s 
Department, by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, for repayment of the sum of 
471. 1s. 11d,, being the expense of the boat which was furnished by the Admiralty, in 
December 1858, for the Mixed Commission Courts in this Colony, and instructing me, if I 
have not already repaid the amount to the officer in charge of the Commissariat here, to 
draw a bill for the sum in question on the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
payable to the order of Her Majesty’s Paymaster-General, on account of naval services. 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship, in reply, that the Board of Admiralty 
forwarded to Mr. Mitchell, the officer in charge of the Commissariat in this Colony, an 
account of the expense of the boat in question, amounting to the sum of 431. 18s. 5d.; 
and that, in accordance with the authority which was given to me by Mr. Hammond's 
letter of the 12th of November, 1858, Mr. Registrar Smith, by my directions, paid the 
sum in question to Mr. Mitchell on the 30th of June, 1859, and included the amount 
in the account of contingent expenses payable jointly by the British and foreign Govern- 
ments for the quarter ending on the 30th of June, 1859, which account was inclosed in 
my despatch General No. 26 of the same date. 

I inclose a copy of the account of the expenses of the boat which was forwarded by 
the Admiralty to the Commissariat, with a copy of Mr. Mitchell’s receipt annexed, the 
original of which formed Voucher 4 in my despatch above alluded to. 

I duly debited myself with the amount received on account of the proceeds of the sale 
of the old boat, as will appear from the abstract of disbursements inclosed in my 
despatch in question. 

I beg also to report that the Governments of Spain and the Netherlands have been 
debited with the proportion of the expense chargeable to them respectively, as will appear 
from the accounts, showing the proportion of the contingent expenses payable respectively 
by the Governments of Great Britain and of the above countries for 1859, which were 
inclosed in my despatches, General No. 56, Spain No. 6, and Netherlands No. 2, dated 
the 31st of December last. 

Your Lordship will perceive that there is a discrepancy between the sum now stated by 
the Admiralty as being the expense of the boat, viz., 471. 1s. 11d., and that charged in the 
account forwarded to the Commissariat, it being therein stated to amount only to 431. 18s. 5d. 
The difference amounts to 3/. 3s. 6d., and is, I presume, probably the cost of the freight 
of the boat by the mail-steamer, as no charge for freight was included in the former 
account. 

If this should be the case, 1 would beg leave to suggest that I should be instructed 
to pay the sum in question, as the balance of the expense of the boat, to the officer in 
charge of the Commissariat, and to charge the amount in the quarterly account of the 
contingent expenses of the Mixed Courts. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


HAVANA. 


No. 8. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received May 12.) 


Pag 6.) 
y Lord, Havana, April 20, 1860. 

WE have the honour of reporting to your Lordship that Mr. John V. Crawford has 
day resumed the execution of his duties as Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commission at this 
place. 

Mr. Crawford availed himself of your Lordship’s leave, and sailed for England on the 
10th of January. He was away from his post only three months and a few days, and as 
no expense has been occasioned to Her Majesty’s Government thereby, we beg leave to 
recommend him to your Lordship’s consideration that he should not be subjected to any 
deduction of his salary during the period of his short absence. 

We have, &c. 





(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
-W. D. RYDER. 
No. 9. 
Lord Wodehouse to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
(No. 2.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 31, 1860. 


I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
No. 6 ofthe 20th ultimo, reporting that Mr. J. V. Crawford has returned to his post 
after an absence of three months and a few days, and recommending that he should not 
be subjected to any deduction of his salary during the period of his short absence. 

_ I am, in reply, to acquaint you that his Lordship is willing to extend to Mr. J. V. 
Crawford the same favour, as regards absence from his post without deduction of 
salary, as has been recently granted to Her Majesty's Consul-General in Cuba. 

By this arrangement Mr. J. V. Crawford will be allowed to absent himself from his 
post for a period of two months in the year, without any deduction being made from his 
salary ; but he will be entitled to bateualary only during any leave of absence which may 
extend beyond that period. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 





No. 10. 


No. 3.) Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 3. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, June 18, 1860. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that it is intended for the future that the papers relating to 
the Slave Trade, which are annually presented to Parliament, should be printed up to the 
30th of September instead of to the 3st of March, as has hitherto been the custom. 

In order, therefore, that the papers should be as complete as possible, it will be 
necessary that the Annual Report on the Slave Trade which you have heretofore been 
accustomed to make to this Department on the 3lst of December, should, this year and 
henceforward, be made on the 30th of September. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





6 HAVANA: 
; No. ll. 


Her Majesty's perry Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received June ss 


me Fi Separate.) 
My Lord, Havana, May 24, 1860. 

I BEG leave res ly to state to your Lordship that a. domestic affliction obliges 
me to absent m from my post, in orderto accompany Mrs. Crawford to the United 
States, where she is ordered for the benefit of her » which is become seriously 
injured by long residence in this ee rnicious climate. 

I propose sailing for New York to-morrow, and during my absence, which will be as 
short as the circumstance alluded to will prin the duties will ‘dara on Her Majesty’s 
Arbitrator, Mr. Ryder. 


have, 
(Signed) ‘JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





\ 


No. 12, 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell—(Received July 30.) 
(No. 8.) ’ ! 
My Lord, Havana, June 22, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of Lord Wodehouse’s despatch 
No. 2 of the 31st ultimo, acquainting Her Majesty’s Commissioners, with reference to 
their despatch No. 6 of the 20th of April last, that your Lordship is willing to extend to 
Mr. John V. Crawford the same favour as regards absence from his post without deduction 
of salary as has been recently granted to Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba, and that 
by this arrangement Mr. J. V. Crawford will be allowed to absent himself from his post 
for a period of two months in the year, without any deduction being made from his salary ; 
but he will be entitled to half-salary only during any leave of absence which may extend 
beyond that period. 

Mr. John V. Crawford requests me to express to your Lordship his most grateful 
acknowledgments for the favour thus extended to him. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. D. RYDER. 
No. 13. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell_—(Received July 30). 
No. 10.) 
y Lord, : Havana, July 1, 1860. 


IN obedience to the Act 5 Geo. I'V., cap. 113, directing such Returns to be made on 
the lst day of January and the Ist day ‘of J uly in each year, I have the honour to report 
that there was no case brought for adjudication before the Mixed Court of Justice at this 
place ens the last six months. 

L have, &c. 
(Signed) W. D. RYDER. 





No. 14. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commiseary Judge to Lord J, Russell. or August 28.) 
(No. 11.) 


tii in igdane NE 
I HAVE the honour of that thas tert 
Arbitrator in the Mixed Court of Neue at from stig England, via New na 
_ on the 5th instant ; sad hp the Conmcnignéy SoMa Oe a abent | on pagmeel T hate. tals. 
over the duties of the British branch of the apace 


Bicone lid . ee” SOHN V. CRAWFORD, 





HAVANA. , 7 
| ; No: 15. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell —(Received August 28.) 
fo. 12.) 
y Havana, July 23, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour of acknow the receipt of your Lordship’s tch No, 3 
Tent ehould be printed up to the 80th of September, instead of to the Slet of March, as 
has hitherto been the custom; and that, in order that the papers should be as complete as 


ual 
the habit of making on the 31st of December, 
naaes le peer ne Neneenrery Ye een oy ea tember. 


ve, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 
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